
 
Sent: 27 May 2020 16:38 
To: Charles Judson 
Subject: Planning Application 20200847  
  
Dear Mr.Judson,I object to the above application for the following reasons. 
 
This application represents a major housing development outside the present Reepham Settlement 
Boundary.Settlement Boundaries are set to protect the existing settlement,including the infrastructure and 
environment,thus enabling sustainable and organic growth,while maintaining the natural characteristics and 
assets of the area. 
 
This application does none of this. 
 
The original Site Allocation Document (DPD),drawn up in 2016 stated the site should contain no more than100-
120 houses,33% of which should be affordable. 
 
A Sports Hall for Reepham High School and the community,funded by the developer,was included in the DPD. 
 
The present application contravenes the 2016 DPD by increasing the number of houses to141 and decreasing 
the number of affordable houses to 20%. It does not include the new Sports Hall.This is now to be sited near to 
the school, on school playing field land.This increases the area of land in Rep1 for housing. 
 
The existing infrastructure for Reepham is totally unable to support a development of 141 new houses. 
 
The Primary School and High School,Doctors surgery,Road system,and Sewerage system are already under 
huge strain. 
 
The primary school is already full, the high school has a capacitor for 1050 pupils,and presently has 1055. 
 
There can be up to a 3week wait to see a doctor for a non urgent appointment,sometimes a little less,if one is 
able to travel to the Hungate Street surgery in Aylsham,7miles away. 
 
The traffic situation in and out of Reepham,particularly at peak times ie. school opening and closing times is 
gridlocked. 
 
At the junction of Broomhill Lane and Whitwell Road it is particularly dangerous,with numerous school 
coaches,cars,parked cars, dozens of pupils walking in groups talking, and many pupils cycling,all passing the 
end of Broomhill Lane. 
 
Turning out of Broomhill Lane it is impossible to see oncoming traffic,and move safely. 
 
This situation continues North towards Townsend Corner crossroads,always completely gridlocked and 
extremely dangerous if trying to cross the road on foot.This stretch of road includes the exit point for the fire 
engine from the fire station,often blocked. 
 
The B1145 to Cawston then has a stretch of single width road to exit the town. 
 
Turning east from Townsend Corner to the Norwich Road,another narrow stretch of road,a blind bend by St 
Mary’s church,the wall of which has been demolished/damaged by vehicles numerous times. 
 
Turning South from Broomhill Lane/Whitwell Road junction to A1067 the road passes over a narrow 
bridge,again the road is narrow in places,has several blind bends.This road leads to Nowhere Lane ,passing 
Whitwell Common designated SSSI status. 
 
The traffic survey carried out by Rossi Long in 2013 gave a totally unrealistic account of the transport system 



and usage,it is obviously out of date, and no longer valid.A new survey must be undertaken before any 
planning application can even be considered. 
 
The impact a housing development of this size on the environment in and around Reepham would be massive. 
 
There are3areas of particular note.1Whitwell Common SSSI 
 
2.Booton Common SSSI. 
 
3Norfolk Valley Fens Special Area of Conservation.SAC 
 
There do not appear to have been any appropriate or in depth assessments carried out on the impact a large 
housing development will have on these areas. 
 
There will be a huge impact on these and the surrounding open spaces around Reepham,recreational activity 
will increase.There is a very real danger the 3special areas would be adversely affected by excess water 
drainage, and a man made change to the water table. 
 
On the two proposed greenfield sites in Broomhill Lane there is an abundance of fauna and flora,presently 
enjoyed and appreciated by dozens of walkers, the views from the field to the right of Broomhill Lane are 
stunning. 
 
There is a very large active Badgers sett, on the western edge of REP1,these animals would have come from 
the famous Marriotts Way setts.There is no doubt any major disturbance would drive them away 
permanently.There are also numerous Badger Highways from Back Lane into REP1by the observatory,and into 
the Reepham High School Allotment. 
 
There are Brown Hares,Deer,Barn and Tawny owls,Buzzards, Kestrels,an abundance of 
Skylarks,Finches.Starlings, a small Rookery with associated Jackdaws.In winter there are flocks of Field Fare. 
 
The loss of these 2fields to housing would take away so much valuable natural open space,natural habitats lost 
forever,to be replaced by token”open space” created by Lovells,who have shown by their total disregard for 
public opinion,or any scrap of consideration for Reepham or its residents,that these would be just “token” 
spaces! 
 
The planning application for widening Broomhill Lane 20200469. the housing application 20200847 and the 
application for the Sports Hall,should all be one application because they are all so obviously dependant on 
each other,not least because Lovells are funding the Sports Hall, and the road improvement to Broomhill 
Lane.Would they be funding both these projects if they weren’t able to build 141 houses? 
 
Application 20200847 is flawed, relevant information not given, assessments not carried out,and no thought 
given to public opinion. No changes were made after the Public Exhibition in February,despite numerous 
concerns being raised. 
 
Lovells are treating the people of Reepham with utter contempt. 
 
I trust Broadland will uphold the objections,and recognise that over the last 10 years Reepham has, and will 
continue to grow sustainably,but cannot support a development of this size. 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 

 


